Excavating the Birthplace of the Buddha:
Archaeological investigations at Lumbini
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Rediscovering the Sites of the Buddha’s Life

Mahabodhi 1892
Sarnath 1835-6
Kusinagara 1861
Lumbini 1896

“It 1s hoped that the...Directors will...open
the numerous Topes (stupas) ... and to
draw up a report on all the Buddhist
remains...A work of this kind would be of
real value for the ancient history of India”
(Cunningham 1854: x-xi



http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-6Q6P0MSdoZE/TZORxwb--CI/AAAAAAAAKPU/0nZ9RoI5GnQ/s1600/Mahabodhi+temple+of+Bodh+Gaya+-+Bihar+1927.JPG
https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-wCHrN5bfm60/TWwFFYwBLxI/AAAAAAAAKFI/B3e88x3p6jk/s1600/Dhamek+Stupa+at+Sarnath+1880's+2.jpg

The Rediscovery of Lumbini




The Spread of Buddhism

By King Piyadasi, the beloved of the gods (who) having been consecrated twenty
years (having) come himself personally (here) to offer homage, or celebrate,
because Shakyamuni Buddha was born here, was caused both a Silavigadabhica to
be built and a stone pillar to be set up. (And), because the Lord was born here, the
Lumbini village was made free from taxes and liable to pay (only) one-eighth part
(of the produce). (JBF 2001: 75).




The Spread of
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Tangible Buddhist Heritage: The Mauryan Horizon










Reconfiguring the Sacred Garden: the Kenzo
Tange Masterplan







Challenges within the Sacred Garden
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Lumbini, the Blrthplace of the Lord
Buddha

Project to Strengthen the Conservation and Management of
Lumbini




|ldentifying, Evaluating and Interpreting the Physical
Signature of Lumbini

*The archaeological component of the
project was undertaken over three years.

*The first season of fieldwork was
undertaken in January 2011, and the stated
outcomes were:

- the identification and evaluation of the
early levels of the Maya Devi Temple;

*- the reconstruction of the early natural
and cultural layers of the Village Mound;

- sub-surface mapping (geophysics and
auger) and surface mapping (backpack GPS
and total station) of remains
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The Integrated Interdisciplinary Approach
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The Integrated Interdisciplinary Approach: Mapping
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The Integrated Interdisciplinary Approach:
Geophysics




The Integrated Interdisciplinary Approach:
Geophysics
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The Integrated Interdisciplinary Approach
Coring
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Recording the Asokan Brick Temple




Recording the Asokan Brick Temple




Maya Devi Temple — Trench C13




Maya Devi Temple — Trench C13 Tile




JBF Excavations in Trench C8




Maya Devi Temple - Trenches C6 and
CO Tile




Recording the Asokan Brick Temple




Maya Devi Temple — Trenches C5 and C12




Recording the pre-Asokan Brick Temple




Recording the Earliest Structure
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Supporting evidence for Bodhi-griha
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Breaking through




Lumbini and scientific evidence for dating the
lifetime of the Buddha




Excavations in the Monastic zone




Pre-Brick architecture —
Trench 2
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Excavations at the Village Moun




Village Mound Artefacts
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The Economic Potential of Heritage: Pilgrimage at
Lumbini




The Economic Potential of Heritage
Case Study: Lumbini

*Annual Number of Global Pilgrims:
2012 155,000,000

*Annual Number of Buddhist Pilgrims to
South Asia:

2012 5,000,000

2020 20,000,000

*Annual Number of Visitors to Lumbini:
2000 17,000

2011 800,000

2020 2,000,000

*Average Time Spent at Lumbini:
Sacred Garden 29.8 minutes
Maya Devi Temple 6.5 minutes
Asokan Pillar 2.7 minutes
Sacred Pond 2.8 minutes
Tree 4.9 minutes







The Integrated Interdisciplinary Approach: Visitor




The Integrated Interdisciplinary Approach: Visitor

Survey
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The Integrated Interdisciplinary Approach: Visitor
Survey
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Archaeological Risk Mapping at Lumbini
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Guiding planning and management of heritage protection at Lumbin







