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History of Archaeological Research at Tilaurakot 



Tilaurakot – P.C. Mukherji 1899 



Tilaurakot – P.C. Mukherji 1899 



Tilaurakot – Debala Mitra 1962 





‘Ancient Structural Complex’ 
Rissho University 1968 



Tilaurakot – B.K. Rijal 



Tilaurakot – T.N. Mishra 



UNESCO Mission 1999 



Current Archaeological Activities at 
Tilaurakot: 2012 - 2016 



Tilaurakot Environs Project 
2012-2013 



Excavations at Lohasariya -2012 

Trench S, facing Tilaurakot’s southern 
ramparts 

High density of slag in upper contexts 

Local monitoring committee closely involved 
throughout 



Re-excavating the Northern Rampart - 
2013 

Debala Mitra’s 1962 excavation Trench 



Re-excavating the Northern Rampart - 2013 
 



Re-excavating the Northern Rampart - 2013 
 



Re-excavating the Northern Rampart - 2013 
 



Lumbini, the Birthplace of the Lord Buddha 
Project to Strengthen the Conservation and Management of Lumbini : Phase II: 

Tilaurakot-Kapilavastu 



Tilaurakot Research Questions 

A number of key research questions have arisen concerning the site of Tilaurakot, particularly relating to the 
impact of the urban centre on the landscape, as well as the date and function of the city itself. Our key 
research questions are: 

 

• What was the urban morphology of the site, and how has this changed over time? Was the city designed 
along the lines of Early Historic urban planning as dictated in the Arthasastra, or is there a more localised 
and organic development of the site? 

  

• What date are the structures inside the city, and in particular what are the dates of the fortification walls? 
How does this relate to the changing morphology of the city as defined above? 

 

• What was the earliest occupation at the site, and was this directly associated with the later development 
of the city?  

 

• How has the landscape and environment in Tilaurakot changed since the site was occupied? Was any 
change due to deliberate manipulation by humans to alter the landscape for social, economic or religious 
purposes? 

 

• What other sites archaeological sites are evident within the landscape around Tilaurakot, and how do 
they relate to the city? How has the growth of the city influenced the development of the hinterland? 

  

• How do modern pilgrims and tourists view and utilise the site? How can this be improved in order to 
enhance their visitor experience, and also protect the site for future generations?  



Interdisciplinary Approach 



Topographic Mapping 



Further Excavations at the Northern 
Rampart - 2014   



Further Excavations at the Northern 
Rampart - 2014   



 



 



Central Walkway Trench - 2014 



Central Walkway Trench - 2014 





•   

Central Trench 2014  



•   

Central Trench 2014  





‘Ancient Structural Complex’  



‘Ancient Structural Complex’ 
Rissho University 1968 



Pond West Trench - 2015 



Pond West Trench - 2015 



Geophysical identification of the Central Pond 



Pond West Trench - 2015 



 



How old is the city of Tilaurakot?  



Samai Mai Trench - 2015 



Samai Mai Trench - 2015 



Samai Mai Trench - 2015 



Samai Mai Trench - 2015 



Similarities to Kudan and other sites in 
the region 



Colonel Waddell (1898) and P.C. 
Mukherji (1899) 

Eastern Stupa 



 





Similarities with Ramagrama 



Eastern Monastic Site - 2015 



Eastern Monastic Site - 2015 



Eastern Monastic Site – 2015 
Discovery of a coin hoard 
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Figure 8.1. Map showing the location of the 2014, 2015 and 2016 surveys. 
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Figure 8.3. Geophysical survey of the citadel area. 
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Figure 9.16. Oblique view of trench CWC showing the gateway and compound wall, looking 

southeast 
 

 
Figure 9.17. Oblique view of trench CWC showing Structure J, looking northeast 
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Figure 9.16. Oblique view of trench CWC showing the gateway and compound wall, looking 

southeast 
 

 
Figure 9.17. Oblique view of trench CWC showing Structure J, looking northeast 
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Figure 8.2. Overview of archaeological interpretation at Tilaurakot. 
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Figure 8.1. Map showing the location of the 2014, 2015 and 2016 surveys. 



Faxian and Kapilavastu 



Early Historic Urban Planning 



Sirkap, Taxila, Pakistan 



Bhita 



Visitor Survey 



Visitor Survey 

Surveys were done through a structured 
questionnaire, and a sample of visitors were also 
followed to identify how people use the site. 
  
In total 267 visitor groups were surveyed 
representing a total of 4152 people – an average 
group size of 15 people. 
  
The average age of people was 43.6 years old, and 
groups were predominantly Buddhist (188 of the 
267 groups).  
 
Visitors were mostly from Nepal, followed by 
Myanmar (39 groups), India (12 groups) and Sri 
Lanka (7 groups).  
 
Crucially, the average time spent at the site was 
only 38.7 minutes – a fraction of what many people 
spend travelling to the site.  
 
Only 57 of the 267 groups (21.3%) were aware of 
the site museum and planned to visit it. 



Visitor Routes in Tilaurakot 2015 

Outward  Return  Visitors 
< 40 

26-39 
11-25 

6-10 
0-5 





Information for Visitors 
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Figure 12.6 Information board for the Northern Stupas, which highlights past and present 

research and encourages visitors to explore monuments outside the core of the city. 
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Figure 12.7 One of the leaflets produced for the site in both English and Nepali 

 



Training 
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Figure 12.1. Tribhuvan University staff and students working in trench CWC. 
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Figure 12.2. Auger demonstration by Jagath Katuwal for Tribhuvan students 

 

 
Figure 12.3 Kosh Prasad Acharya addressing the stakeholder meeting on 25th February 2016. 
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Tribhuvan University Staff and Students 
Prof Sabitree Mainali (Head of Department) 
Dr Madan Kumar Rimal (Lecturer in Field Archaeology) 
Mr Pashupati Neupane (Lecturer in Heritage) 
Mr Nirmala Pokharel (Field Assistant) 
Mr Dinesh K. Ghale 
Mr Ramesh Shrestha 
Mr Suraj Sthapit 
Mr Subash Krishna Dangol 
Mr Rajan Shrestha 
Mr Yadav Koirala 
Mr Nabin Bam 
Ms Sunita Thakuri 
Ms Apsara Rana 
Mr Japan Gurung 
Mr Sanjay Parajuli 
Mr Anup Adhikari 
Mr Balkrishna Luintel 
Ms Ganga Rai 
 
In line with UNESCO millennial goals, of those engaged with the capacity building program 
29 were male and 10 were female.   
 
Lecture and Capacity Building Schedule 
Lecture 1 Introduction to the Archaeology of Buddhism  

Robin Coningham  
Lecture 2 Research Methodology 

Kosh Acharya 
Lecture 3 Introduction to Excavation 

Keir Strickland 
Demonstration 
1 

Excavation 
Bhaskar Gyawali and Bishnu Pathak 

Lecture 4 Introduction to Fieldwalking 
Mark Manuel 

Demonstration 
2 

Augering 
Jagat Katuwal 

Lecture 5 Introduction to Geophysical Survey 
Christopher Davis 

Demonstration 
3 

Geophysical Survey 
Duncan Hale and Patricia Voke 

Site Tour Site Tour of Kudan 
Keir Strickland 

Lecture 6 Ceramics of the Terai 
Ram Kunwar 

Demonstration 
4 

Artefact Processing and Ceramics 
Shanti Sherma 
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Lecture 7 Introduction to Post-Excavation and Coins of Tilaurakot 
Jennifer Tremblay-Fitton 

Lecture 8 Archaeology Sites as Tourist Destinations 
Anouk Lafortune-Bernard 

Lecture 9 The Life of the Buddha and the Natal Landscape 
Basanta Bidari 

Lecture 10 Tilaurakot, Lumbini and Greater Lumbini 
Kosh Acharya 

 
 
12.2 Stakeholder Meetings  
During the course of the field season, the team engaged in two public stakeholder meetings 
at the site. The first was a project briefing meeting held on the 11th January 2016 in which 
Prof Robin Coningham and Kosh Acharya outlined the results of last season’s work, and the 
proposals for this season’s investigation. This was attended by 87 individuals (see Appendix 
G), and resulted in the formation of a fifteen person Co-operation Committee – which was 
formed support the UNESCO JFiT project. The committee is co-ordinated by the Local 
Development Officer and its membership consists of: Representatives of all the political 
parties at district level; President of the District 'Nepal Journalist Federation'; President of 
the Federation of NGOs; Suraya Agarhara; Jaya Prakesh Pandey; Ram Charan M.; Pashupati 
Mani Tripa; Ram Niwas Yadav; Bandehasana Raghabendra Shreevastav; G. Gaire; Raj Kumar 
Yadav; Raj Kumar Kohar; Nanda Ram Bhandari. 
 
The second stakeholder meeting was held on the 25th February 2016, and was a debriefing 
session which outlined the preliminary results of the third season’s work. The team also 
displayed a selection of finds and antiquities from the excavations. This meeting was 
attended by 149 members of the local community (Appendix G). The team provided a 
further debriefing session and lecture in Kathmandu on the 4th March 2016, held in the 
Auditorium Hall at the Himalayan Bank, Kamaldi. Robin Coningham also gave a briefing on 
the 28th February to the Hon. Mr Aananda Prasad Pokheral and Secretary Prem Rai of the 
Ministry for Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation.  
 
12.3 ISC and related activities 
The International Scientific Committee meeting was held in Lumbini from the 19th to 21st 
April 2016. Robin Coningham presented on the results of the third season of UNESCO 
activities at Tilaurakot and the implementation plan for 2016-2017. In addition, Robin 
Coningham gave a guided tour of Lumbini and Tilaurakot to Irina Bokova, the Director-
General of UNESCO on the 19th April 2016, and a tour to the ISC members on the 20th April. 
Robin Coningham and Yukio Nishimura outlined the proposed objectives for phase III of the 
project to run from 2017-2020. Robin Coningham and Kosh Acharya attended the 
International Buddhist Conference & Buddha Jayanti Celebration from the 18th to 21st May 
2016 in Kathmandu. Robin presented a paper on “New Archaeological Discoveries in Nepal’s 
Natal Landscape of the Buddha”.  
 
12.4 Information Boards and Leaflets 
In addition to the UNESCO activities, the Durham team worked in collaboration with the 
LDT, DoA and UNESCO to create information boards and leaflets to help facilitate the visitor 




