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History of Archaeological Research at Tilaurakot 



Tilaurakot ς P.C. Mukherji 1899 



Tilaurakot ς P.C. Mukherji 1899 



Tilaurakot ς Debala Mitra 1962 





Ψ!ƴŎƛŜƴǘ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄΩ 
Rissho University 1968 



Tilaurakot ς B.K. Rijal 



Tilaurakot ς T.N. Mishra 



UNESCO Mission 1999 



Current Archaeological Activities at 
Tilaurakot: 2012 - 2016 



Tilaurakot Environs Project 
2012-2013 



Excavations at Lohasariya -2012 

¢ǊŜƴŎƘ {Σ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ¢ƛƭŀǳǊŀƪƻǘΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 
ramparts 

High density of slag in upper contexts 

Local monitoring committee closely involved 
throughout 



Re-excavating the Northern Rampart - 
2013 

Debala aƛǘǊŀΩǎ 1962 excavation Trench 



Re-excavating the Northern Rampart - 2013 
 



Re-excavating the Northern Rampart - 2013 
 



Re-excavating the Northern Rampart - 2013 
 



Lumbini, the Birthplace of the Lord Buddha 
Project to Strengthen the Conservation and Management of Lumbini : Phase II: 

Tilaurakot-Kapilavastu 



Tilaurakot Research Questions 

A number of key research questions have arisen concerning the site of Tilaurakot, particularly relating to the 
impact of the urban centre on the landscape, as well as the date and function of the city itself. Our key 
research questions are: 

 

Å What was the urban morphology of the site, and how has this changed over time? Was the city designed 
along the lines of Early Historic urban planning as dictated in the Arthasastra, or is there a more localised 
and organic development of the site? 

  

Å What date are the structures inside the city, and in particular what are the dates of the fortification walls? 
How does this relate to the changing morphology of the city as defined above? 

 

Å What was the earliest occupation at the site, and was this directly associated with the later development 
of the city?  

 

Å How has the landscape and environment in Tilaurakot changed since the site was occupied? Was any 
change due to deliberate manipulation by humans to alter the landscape for social, economic or religious 
purposes? 

 

Å What other sites archaeological sites are evident within the landscape around Tilaurakot, and how do 
they relate to the city? How has the growth of the city influenced the development of the hinterland? 

  

Å How do modern pilgrims and tourists view and utilise the site? How can this be improved in order to 
enhance their visitor experience, and also protect the site for future generations?  



Interdisciplinary Approach 



Topographic Mapping 



Further Excavations at the Northern 
Rampart - 2014   



Further Excavations at the Northern 
Rampart - 2014   



 



 



Central Walkway Trench - 2014 



Central Walkway Trench - 2014 





Å   

Central Trench 2014  



Å   

Central Trench 2014  
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Pond West Trench - 2015 



Pond West Trench - 2015 



Geophysical identification of the Central Pond 



Pond West Trench - 2015 



 



How old is the city of Tilaurakot?  



Samai Mai Trench - 2015 



Samai Mai Trench - 2015 



Samai Mai Trench - 2015 



Samai Mai Trench - 2015 



Similarities to Kudan and other sites in 
the region 



Colonel Waddell (1898) and P.C. 
Mukherji (1899) 

Eastern Stupa 



 





Similarities with Ramagrama 



Eastern Monastic Site - 2015 



Eastern Monastic Site - 2015 



Eastern Monastic Site ς 2015 
Discovery of a coin hoard 
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Figure 8.1. Map showing the location of the 2014, 2015 and 2016 surveys. 
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Figure 8.3. Geophysical survey of the citadel area. 
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Figure 9.16. Oblique view of trench CWC showing the gateway and compound wall, looking 

southeast 
 

 
Figure 9.17. Oblique view of trench CWC showing Structure J, looking northeast 
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Figure 9.16. Oblique view of trench CWC showing the gateway and compound wall, looking 

southeast 
 

 
Figure 9.17. Oblique view of trench CWC showing Structure J, looking northeast 
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Figure 8.2. Overview of archaeological interpretation at Tilaurakot. 
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Figure 8.1. Map showing the location of the 2014, 2015 and 2016 surveys. 


