
Archaeological Investigations of the Greater Lumbini Area 





Sites of the Natal Landscape 



Asokan Edicts at Lumbini and Niglihawa 



Faxian (337 – c. 422 CE) 



Xuanzang (c. 602 – 664 CE) 



P.C. Mukherji - other archaeological 
investigations 







Mitra - other archaeological investigations 





Ramagrama 



Ramagrama 



Archaeological Investigations at Kudan – 2015 & 
2016 



Activity TLK vi: Evaluate the morphology of Kudan  
 
 

 
 
 



 



Auger and Geophysics at Kudan 



Figure 8.2 Geophysical survey at Kudan.
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Figure 8.4. Archaeological interpretation at Kudan.
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Figure 10.1 Location of trenches at Kudan in 2016. 

 

 
Figure 10.2 General view of Kudan 
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Figure 10.5 View of carved brick precinct wall around Temple 1, looking north 
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Figure 10.4 View of Trench A showing earliest phase of construction below the sanctuary, 

looking east 
 



Archaeological Investigations at Araurakot 
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Figure 6. Aerial view of survey area taken by drone 

 

 
Figure 7. Geophysical survey of Araurakot 







10 

 

 
Figure 8. Geophysical interpretation of Araurakot 

 

 
Figure 9. Archaeological interpretation of Araurakot  
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Figure 1. Location of the sites surveyed 

  

THE NATAL LANDSCAPE OF THE BUDDHA: 

SISANIYA, DOHANI, CHITRADEI & SAGRAHAWA 

RESULTS OF THE 2016 GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY AT THE SITES 

 

 

Duncan Hale, Robin Coningham and Mark Manuel 

June 2016 

 

      

  



Dohani 
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(bunds) have been detected as positive magnetic anomalies, generally in the west of Area 1. The 
locations of existing boundaries are shown on the archaeological interpretation plan. Many small, 
discrete, positive and dipolar magnetic anomalies have been detected throughout the non-
cultivated parts of Area 1 and Area 2. These anomalies almost certainly reflect near-surface ferrous 
and fired litter, including bricks. 
 
No features of likely archaeological interest have been identified in Area 2.  

 
 

 
Figure 5. Geophysical Survey at Dohani 
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Figure 6. Geophysical Interpretation at Dohani 

 

 
Figure 7. Archaeological Interpretation at Dohani 

  



Sisaniya 
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Figure 2. Geophysical Survey at Sisaniya. 
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Figure 4. Archaeological Interpretation at Sisaniya 

  



Chitradei 
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Figure 10. Archaeological Interpretation at Chitradei 

  



Sagrahawa 
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Figure 13. Archaeological Interpretation at Sagrahawa 
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Figure 15. Excavated field to the northwest of the stupa at Sisaniya. There is a clear band of brick just 

below the surface 
 

 
Figure 16. Map of Dohani showing the location of the area of excavated material.  
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Figure 17. Excavated field at Dohani 

 

 
Figure 18. Excavated field at Araurakot 
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Figure 17. Excavated field at Dohani 

 

 
Figure 18. Excavated field at Araurakot 



Potential Future Work: 
Landscape survey in Greater Lumbini Area 

LIDAR (Laser Illuminated Detection 
And Ranging) Survey? 



 


